for the pollen to produce fever, i.e., (1) the pollen must contain the excitant of hay fever, (2) it must be windborne, (3) the pollen must be produced in large quantities, (4) it must be sufficiently buoyant to be carried by the wind over considerable distances, so that the species, weight of the pollen, and physical character of the pollen grasses are important, (5) the plant producing the pollen must be widely and abundantly distributed. From these postulates the hay-feverproducing pollens may be classified into three main groups?the pollens from trees, the pollens from grasses, and pollens from weeds. The aetiology and mechanism of the production of hay fever is then carefully discussed, and in the chapter on the nature of hay-fever-causing substance in the pollen it is considered to be a polysaccharide of a glucosidic nature. Finally, the nonspecific and specific treatment of hay fever is discussed in detail.
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This volume should be in every medical library and in the hands of practitioners who are dealing with these phenomena, as it gives a complete and exhaustive account of our present knowledge on this subject. The bibliography at the end of each chapter is very extensive and the few references tested were found accurate as regards pages and dates. The work is used in our laboratory daily to look up the various points that arise during the course of our research on asthma. The phenomena of urticaria and dermatitis venenata, and the rarer conditions of intestinal atopy are not discussed at length. We would recommend that in the future edition, in order to make this very good work complete, these should be considered more fully.
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